
 Reads
Carlsbad

Together
A  C o m m u n i t y  R e a d i n g  P r o g r a m

R e s o u r c e  G u i d e



“Carlsbad Reads Together” is a communitywide 

reading program presented by Carlsbad City Library 

and sponsored in part by the Friends of the Carlsbad 

Library. The program, pa erned a er successful 

communitywide reading programs across the country, 

encourages community dialogue and fosters a love of 

reading. 

The book chosen for Carlsbad Reads Together 2010 is 

John Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley: In Search of 

America. I invite everyone who lives in, works in or 

visits Carlsbad to par cipate by reading and discussing 

the book and a ending one or several of the Library’s

events.

Look forward to seeing you at the Library,

Claude A. “Bud” Lewis

A Message From the Mayor



A b o u t 
T r a v e l s  W i t h  C h a r l e y :  I n  S e a r c h  o f  A m e r i c a

“ … I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  k n o w  m y  o w n  c o u n t r y .   I , 
a n  A m e r i c a n  w r i t e r,  w r i ti n g  a b o u t  A m e r i c a ,  w a s  w o r k i n g 
f r o m  m e m o r y,  a n d  t h e  m e m o r y  i s  a t  b e s t  a  f a u l t y ,  w a r p y 
r e s e r v o i r.  I  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  A m e r i c a ,  s m e l l e d 
t h e  g r a s s  a n d  t r e e s  a n d  s e w a g e ,  s e e n  i t s  h i l l s  a n d  w a t e r, 
i t s  c o l o r  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i g h t .  I  k n e w  t h e  c h a n g e s  o n l y 
f r o m  b o o k s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s .  B u t  m o r e  t h a n  t h i s ,  I  h a d 
n o t  f e l t  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  t w e n t y - fi v e  y e a r s … .  S o  i t  w a s 
t h a t  I  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l o o k  a g a i n ,  t o  t r y  t o  r e d i s c o v e r  t h i s 
m o n s t e r  l a n d .” 

–  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k , 
T r a v e l s  W i t h  C h a r l e y :  I n  S e a r c h  o f  A m e r i c a .

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 6 0 ,  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k ,  a t  t h a t  tim e  o n e 
o f  A m e r i c a ’s  b e s t - k n o w n  w r i t e r s ,  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  c r o s s -
c o u n t r y  t r i p  t o  r e a c q u a i n t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a  c o u n t r y  h e  f e l t 
h e  n o  l o n g e r  k n e w.  A c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s  p o o d l e ,  C h a r l e y, 
a n d  d r i v i n g  a  s p e c i a l l y  o utf itt e d  t r u c k  h e  c h r i s t e n e d 
R o c i n a n t e ,  S t e i n b e c k  s p e n t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a n d  c o v e r e d 
1 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s  t r a v e l i n g  f r o m  N e w  Yo r k  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d 
b a c k  a g a i n .  A l o n g  t h e  w a y  h e  m e t  t e r s e  N e w  E n g l a n d e r s , 
f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  M o n t a n a ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  d i s c o n c e r ti n g 
r e t u r n  t o  h i s  h o m e t o w n  o f  S a l i n a s ,  a n d  w i t n e s s e d  b o t h 
t h e  b e s t  a n d  w o r s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

T r a v e l s  W i t h  C h a r l e y  i s  a t  o n c e  a n  i ntim a t e  l o o k  a t  o n e 
o f  A m e r i c a ’s  g r e a t e s t  a u t h o r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  v i v i d  p i c t u r e 

o f  A m e r i c a  a t  t h e  b r i n k  o f  t h e  t u m u l t u o u s  1 9 6 0 s .

1



J o h n  S t e i n b e c k  B i o g r a p h y

J o h n  E r n s t  S t e i n b e c k  w a s  b o r n  i n  S a l i n a s ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  o n 
F e b .  2 7 ,  1 9 0 2  t o  a  b u s i n e s s m a n  a n d  a  f o r m e r  t e a c h e r  w h o 
n u r t u r e d  h e r  c h i l d r e n ’s  l o v e  o f  r e a d i n g .  S t e i n b e c k  s p e n t 
m u c h  o f  h i s  y o u t h  o u t d o o r s ,  h i s  l o v e  o f  t h e  S a l i n a s  V a l l e y 
e v i d e n t  i n  m u c h  o f  h i s  w r i ti n g .  A t  1 4 ,  h e  k n e w  h e  w a n t e d 
t o  b e  a  w r i t e r.

Aft e r  g r a d u ati n g  i n  1 9 1 9  f r o m  S a l i n a s  H i g h  S c h o o l , 
S t e i n b e c k  s p o r a d i c a l l y  att e n d e d  c l a s s e s  a t  S t a n f o r d 
U n i v e r s i t y  b u t  l eft  w i t h o u t  a  d e g r e e . 

H i s  fi r s t  n o v e l ,  C u p  o f  G o l d ,  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 2 9  b u t 
att r a c t e d  s c a n t  att e nti o n .  H i s  n e x t  n o v e l s ,  T h e  P a s t u r e s 
o f  H e a v e n  a n d  To  a  G o d  U n k n o w n ,  r e c e i v e d  r e s p e c t a b l e 
n o ti c e s  b u t  s o l d  f e w  c o p i e s .

I n  1 9 3 0 ,  S t e i n b e c k  m a r r i e d  C a r o l  H e n n i n g .  F r o m  1 9 3 0 -
1 9 3 6 ,  t h e y  l i v e d  i n  P a c i fi c  G r o v e  o n  t h e  M o n t e r e y 
P e n i n s u l a ,  w h e r e  S t e i n b e c k  w r o t e  s t o r i e s  a n d  n o v e l s , 
a c h i e v i n g  fi n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s  w i t h  t h e  1 9 3 5  p u b l i c ati o n  o f 
To r ti l l a  F l a t .  H i s  w o r k  g r e w  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o l i ti c a l  a t  t h e 
e n d  o f  t h e  d e c a d e ,  w i t h  t h r e e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  n o v e l s :  I n 
D u b i o u s  B att l e  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  O f  M i c e  a n d  M e n  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  a n d  T h e 
G r a p e s  o f  W r a t h  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e .

D u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  S t e i n b e c k  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  w a r 
eff o r t  w i t h  t w o  n o v e l s :  T h e  M o o n  I s  D o w n  a n d  B o m b s 
A w a y .  I n  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  H e r a l d  Tr i b u n e  s e n t  h i m  t o  E n g l a n d  a s 
a  w a r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  M a n y  o f  h i s  d i s p a t c h e s  w e r e  l a t e r 
c o l l e c t e d  i n  O n c e  T h e r e  W a s  a  W a r .

W h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  w a r,  h e  m a r r i e d  a  s e c o n d 
tim e ,  t o  G w e n d o l y n  C o n g e r.  T h e y  h a d  t w o  s o n s ,  T h o m a s 
a n d  J o h n . 
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F i cti o n

T h e  A c t s  o f  K i n g  A r t h u r 
a n d  H i s  N o b l e  K n i g h t s

C a n n e r y  R o w

C u p  o f  G o l d :  A  L i f e  o f  S i r 
H e n r y  M o r g a n ,  B u c c a n e e r

E a s t  o f  E d e n

T h e  G r a p e s  o f  W r a t h

I n  D u b i o u s  B att l e

T h e  L o n g  V a l l e y

T h e  M o o n  I s  D o w n

O f  M i c e  a n d  M e n

T h e  P e a r l

T h e  R e d  P o n y

T h e  S h o r t  R e i g n  o f  P i p p i n 
I V :  A  F a b r i c a ti o n

S w e e t  T h u r s d a y

To  a  G o d  U n k n o w n

To r ti l l a  F l a t

T h e  W a y w a r d  B u s

T h e  W i n t e r  o f  O u r 
D i s c o n t e n t

No nfi cti o n

A m e r i c a  a n d  A m e r i c a n s 

      L o g  f o r  t h e  S e a  o f 
C o r t e z
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C o n t .  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k  B i o g r a p h y

I n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s ,  h e  w r o t e  C a n n e r y  R o w,  T h e  W a y w a r d  B u s , 
T h e  P e a r l  a n d  A  R u s s i a n  J o u r n a l .  B y  1 9 5 0 ,  h e  w a s  m a r r i e d 
f o r  a  t h i r d  tim e ,  t o  E l a i n e  S c ott ,  a n d  l i v i n g  p e r m a n e n t l y 
i n  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y .  I n  1 9 5 2 ,  h e  p u b l i s h e d  E a s t  o f  E d e n .

S t e i n b e c k  w a s  e v e r  r e s t l e s s ,  e v e r  e x p e r i m e n t a l  i n  h i s 
p r o s e .  H e  w o u l d  w r i t e  p l a y s ,  fi lm  s c r i p t s ,  n o v e l s ,  s h o r t 
s t o r i e s  a n d  a  f e w  p o e m s . 
.
I n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  S t e i n b e c k  w r o t e  t h r e e  b o o k s  i n  w h i c h  h e 
r e g i s t e r e d  t h e  m o o d  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y :  T h e  W i n t e r  o f  O u r 
D i s c o n t e n t  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  T r a v e l s  w i t h  C h a r l e y :  I n  S e a r c h  o f 
A m e r i c a  ( 1 9 6 2 )  a n d  A m e r i c a  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  ( 1 9 6 6 ) .  H e  a l s o 
t r a v e l e d  t o  V i e t n a m  t o  c o v e r  t h e  w a r,  s e n d i n g  d i s p a t c h e s 
t o  U . S .  n e w s p a p e r s  c a l l e d  “ L ett e r s  t o  A l i c i a .”  S t e i n b e c k 
w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  N o b e l  P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  1 9 6 2 . 

H e  d i e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 6 8 . 

O t h e r  W o r k s  b y  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e    
C a r l s b a d  C i t y  L i b r a r y
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Carlsbad Reads Together Events

carlsbadlibrary.org or call 760-602-2026.

  Discussion groups for Travels With Charley: In Search of America
Read Travels With Charley and then join other community members for a lively 

760-602-2038 or visit www.carlsbadlibrary.org.

CARLSBAD CITY LIBRARY on Dove Lane

Thursday, April 1 at 7 p.m.; Wednesday, April 7 at 2 p.m.;
Monday, April 26 at 7 p.m.

GEORGINA COLE LIBRARY
1250 Carlsbad Village Drive, Community Room
Tuesday, April 6 at 7 p.m.; Thursday, April 8 at 2 p.m.

LIBRARY LEARNING CENTER
Tuesday, April 13 at 6 p.m.  (Spanish-language discussion)

  Carlsbad Playreaders Presents The Grapes of Wrath
by John Steinbeck; directed by Sheri Allen
Monday,  April 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Ruby G. Schulman Auditorium, Carlsbad City Library, 1775 Dove Lane

  Carlsbad Reads Together Family Event
Homeward Bound: The Incredible Journey (1993, rated G)
Wednesday, April 28 at 3:30 p.m.
Georgina Cole Library Community Room

pets—two dogs and a cat—who embark on an extraordinary journey 
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Carlsbad Reads Together Events

  

Saturday, April 24
Ruby G. Schulman Auditorium, Carlsbad City Library, 1775 Dove Lane

11 a.m.: Steinbeck authority Dr. Susan Shillinglaw examines the author’s life 
and work.

2 p.m.: Author Thomas Steinbeck discusses his work as well as that of his 

an hour before the talk. Thomas Steinbeck’s books will be available for sale 

Carlsbad Library.

  Carlsbad Reads Together Movies
All screenings take place at the Carlsbad City Library’s Schulman Auditorium, 

April 7 at 6 p.m.  (2004, not rated, 106 minutes)
Georgina Cole Library, Community Room
Join us before 
Library’s History Room about the travels of early Carlsbad residents.

April 14 at 6 p.m. East of Eden (1954, rated PG, 118 minutes)
April 21 at 6 p.m. Of Mice and Men (1992, rated PG-13, 115 minutes)
April 28 at 6 p.m. The Red Pony (1949, not rated, 91 minutes)

  

Saturday,  April 17, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Georgina Cole Library, Community Room
1250 Carlsbad Village Drive

Those who love to travel and long to write about it are invited to a travel 



6

T h o m a s  S t e i n b e c k  B i o g r a p h y

T h o m a s  S t e i n b e c k  b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a s  a 
c o m b a t  p h o t o g r a p h e r  i n  V i e t n a m .  A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  w r i ti n g 
a n d  p r o d u c i n g  o b l i g ati o n s ,  M r.  S t e i n b e c k  i s  i n  d e m a n d  a s 
a  l e c t u r e r  o n  A m e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  c r e ati v e  w r i ti n g  a n d 
t h e  c o m m u n i c ati o n  a r t s . 

M r.  S t e i n b e c k  s e r v e s  a s  a n  h o n o r a r y  b o a r d  m e m b e r  a t 
t h e  S t e l l a  A d l e r  T h e a t r e  i n  H o l l y w o o d .  H e  i s  a c ti v e  o n 
t h e  b o a r d s  a t  t h e  N ati o n a l  S t e i n b e c k  C e n t e r  i n  S a l i n a s , 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  a n d  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  S t e i n b e c k  S t u d i e s  i n  S a n 
J o s e . 

H e  h a s  w r itt e n  a n d  s o l d  n u m e r o u s  o r i g i n a l  s c r e e n p l a y s 
a n d  d o c u m e n t a r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a d a p t ati o n s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ’s 
w o r k .  T h o m a s  S t e i n b e c k  l i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h  h i s  w i f e . 

B o o k s  b y  T h o m a s  S t e i n b e c k
D o w n  t o  a  S o u n d l e s s  S e a

I n  t h e  S h a d o w  o f  t h e  C y p r e s s

Bill Rich Photography
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Ad d i ti o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  Ab o u t  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k

W e b  s i t e s
  :ainrofilaC ,sanilaS ni retneC kcebnietS lanoitaN ehT

http : / / w w w. s t e i n b e c k . o r g /

T h e  M a r t h a  H e a s l e y  C o x  C e n t e r  f o r  S t e i n b e c k  S t u d i e s  a t 
S a n  J o s e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y :   http : / / a s . s j s u . e d u / s t e i n b e c k /

B o o k s
T h e  I n t r i c a t e  M u s i c :  A  B i o g r a p h y  o f  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k  b y 
T h o m a s  K i e r n a n .   L itt l e ,  B r o w n ,  1 9 7 9 .

J o h n  S t e i n b e c k  b y  C a t h e r i n e  R e e f .   C l a r i o n  B o o k s ,  1 9 9 6 .

J o h n  S t e i n b e c k :  A  B i o g r a p h y  b y  J a y  P a r i n i .   H .  H o l t ,  1 9 9 5 .

J o h n  S t e i n b e c k :  T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Ye a r s   .erreiP .tS nairB yb 
C h r o n i c l e  B o o k s ,  1 9 8 3 .

A  J o u r n e y  I n t o  S t e i n b e c k ’ s  C a l i f o r n i a   .walgnillihS nasuS yb 
R o a r i n g  F o r ti e s  P r e s s ,  2 0 0 6 .

L o o k i n g  f o r  S t e i n b e c k ’ s  G h o s t   .nosneB .J noskcaJ yb 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 8 .

O b s c e n e  i n  t h e  E x t r e m e :  T h e  B u r n i n g  a n d  B a n n i n g  o f  J o h n 
S t e i n b e c k ’ s  T h e  G r a p e s  o f  W r a t h  b y  R i c k  W a r t z m a n .   P u b l i c 
Aff a i r s ,  2 0 0 8 .

T h e  O t h e r  S i d e  o f  E d e n :  L i f e  W i t h  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k  b y  J o h n 
S t e i n b e c k  I V  a n d  N a n c y  S o m m e r  S t e i n b e c k .  P r o m e t h e u s 
B o o k s ,  2 0 0 1 .

S t e i n b e c k  C o u n t r y  b y  S t e v e  C r o u c h .   B o n a n z a  B o o k s ,  1 9 7 3 .

T h e  T r u e  A d v e n t u r e s  o f  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k ,  W r i t e r
b y  J a c k s o n  J .  B e n s o n .   V i k i n g  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4

D V D
W r i ti n g s  o f  J o h n  S t e i n b e c k .  C - S PA N  A r c h i v e s ,  2 0 0 6 .
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D i s c u s s i o n  Q u e sti o n s  f o r 
T r a v e l s  W i t h  C h a r l e y

1 .  W h y  d o e s  S t e i n b e c k  s e t  o u t  o n  h i s  t r i p  a c r o s s 
A m e r i c a ?  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  h e  i s  h o p i n g  t o 
a c c o m p l i s h ?

2 .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  t r a v e l e r  i s  S t e i n b e c k ?  H o w  d o e s  h e 
d e s c r i b e  h i m s e l f ?  W h a t  k i n d  o f  t r a v e l i n g  c o m p a n i o n  i s 
C h a r l e y ?

3 .  W h a t  r o l e  d o e s  C h a r l e y  p l a y  i n  t h e  b o o k ?
 

4 .  To  w h a t  e x t e n t  d o e s  g e o g r a p h y  r e fl e c t  o r  c a u s e 
A m e r i c a n s ’  atti t u d e s  t h e n  a n d  n o w ?  W h a t  r e g i o n a l 
atti t u d e s  d i d  S t e i n b e c k  e n c o u n t e r ?  A r e  t h e y  d iff e r e n t 
o r  s i m i l a r  t o d a y ?

5 .  W h a t  a n x i eti e s  d o  p e o p l e  e x p r e s s  t o  S t e i n b e c k ,  a n d 
h o w  d o  t h o s e  f e a r s  aff e c t  t h e  p o l i ti c a l  a t m o s p h e r e ? 
A r e  t h e r e  s i m i l a r i ti e s  b e t w e e n  t h a t  tim e  a n d  o u r s ?

6 .  W h a t  i s  S t e i n b e c k ’s  atti t u d e  t o w a r d  i m m i g r ati o n 
a n d  t h e  i d e a  o f  A m e r i c a  a s  a  m e l ti n g  p o t ?  W h a t  d i d  i t 
m e a n  t o  b e  a n  A m e r i c a n  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  v s .  t o d a y ?

7 .  O f  t h e  m a n y  p e o p l e  S t e i n b e c k  m e e t s  o n  h i s  t r i p ,  i s 
t h e r e  o n e  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u ?  W h y ?

8 .  W h a t  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d 
A m e r i c a n s  h a s  S t e i n b e c k  m a d e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  t r i p ?



Carlsbad City Library
1775 Dove Lane, Carlsbad, CA 92011

760-602-2049

Georgina Cole Library
1250 Carlsbad Village Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92008

760-434-2870

Library Hours
Monday – Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Sunday 1–5 p.m.

Carlsbad City Library Learning Center
3368 Eureka Place

Carlsbad, CA 92008
760-931-4500

Library Learning Center Hours
Monday – Thursday 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Friday 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

www.carlsbadlibrary.org

Library Loca ons and Hours



CARLSBAD READS TOGETHER
is sponsored in part by 

the Friends of the Carlsbad Library

Special thanks to Mysterious Galaxy Books

CARLSBAD
C I T Y  O F


